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FRIDAY, 15 APRIL 2016 

9AM – 1PM 
 

 

a) Benedetta BARBISAN, associate professor of Comparative Constitutional Law  

University of Macerata 

 

INTRODUCTION:SOCIAL RIGHTS, PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITIES, 

AND INDIVIDUAL WELLBEING. THE CASE OF THE CARE ACT (2014) 

 

 In our post-capitalist, individualistic societies, «being well» has become a moral 

imperative. Made more resilient and more productive by the economic and work system and 

by the general culture of self-sufficiency, the solutions to unhappiness and uneasiness that 

once implied social reform and collective action now mainly deal with individual uplift. The 

Care Act (2014), which came into effect in England in the spring 2015 and enshrines in law 

local authorities‟ duty to promote «individual wellbeing», promises to put individuals in 

control on their own health through an emphasis on partnership, individual choice and 

empowerment: may it emblematize the shift in responsibility from institutions and towards 

individuals? In this regard, what kind of welfare state are we heading to? And which 

relationship between individualism and public responsibilities underpins these 

transformations? 

  

 

b) Ronald CAR, assistant professor of History of Eastern Europe 

University of Macerata 

 

 

DO «RIGHTS REVOLUTION» AND THE EUROPEAN SOCIAL STATE FIT TOGETHER? 

 

According to not few social scholars, we are living in a «global village of human 

rights», where, be it at the national or supranational level, the path of the US doctrine of 

legal constitutionalism (called also liberal, or rights-based, or neo-constitutionalism) is 

almost universally accepted as a logical necessity, a winning formula which should be 

adopted by anyone genuinely aspiring to human rights and the rule of law. The recent 

developments in European constitutional theory and practice seem to fit into such «rights 

revolution» discourse, leading to the identification of judicial review as pars pro toto of 

constitutionalism.  
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As for issues of social justice within this «post-political» scheme, the judicial 

endorsement of socio-economic rights appears as the only acceptable way to mitigate the 

rule of the global lex mercatoria and the subsequent «race to the bottom». However, the real 

impact of this type of remedies on the social structure induces scepticism. Under the 

conditions characterised by a dormant legislative and a judiciary in a trusteeship role of 

policy-maker, the task of introducing pervasive, long-term social and economic intervention 

appears to be just out of proportion. So far, the most certain results of the attempts of the 

judiciary to deal with questions of social policy in Europe seem to be, on the one hand, the 

disapproval for the excessive judicialisation of politics and, on the other, the rise of anti-

democratic populist movements.  

My thesis is that the «rights discourse» doesn‟t really fit with the European social 

state model, because the latter is historically contextualised within a strong statualistic 

tradition. Within it, welfare is considered a political question and regulated according to the 

principles of political (or republican) constitutionalism. Therefore, their substitution with 

the principles of legal (or rights-based) constitutionalism threatens to undermine the overall 

legitimacy of the European social state‟s model, by establishing a de-politicised approach 

toward the issues of welfare.  

I will try to illustrate this claim by retracing the political and cultural meaning of the 

pristine model of the European social state, i.e. the Weimar Republic. As I will try to show, 

after the 1918-19 democratic Revolution, the implementing of the Sozialstaat was 

considered fundamental in reaffirming the legitimacy of public power, i.e. it was seen as the 

embodiment of the concept of the common good and thus a precondition for the 

maintenance of  political and social order. Forasmuch as it assigns the ultimate authority to 

the state as the bearer of a political and cultural project, the European social state is alien to 

US legal constitutionalist tradition, and thus to the idea of a welfare system based on the 

judicial review. 

 

 

c) Johannes KANANEN, Swedish School of Social Science 

University of Helsinki 

 

SCIENCE, POLITICS AND THE PROMOTION  

OF PUBLIC HEALTH IN NORDIC WELFARE STATES 

 

The concept of public health can serve as a lens for understanding the historical 

transformations of the welfare states in general, and for analysing the changing relationship 

between the state and the individual in particular. In English, public health and the 

interrelated concepts, such as national health and population health, do not quite have the 

same connotations as the corresponding concept of Volksgesundheit in German and 
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folkhälsa in Swedish (folkesundhed in Danish, folkehelse in Norwegian and kansanterveys 

in Finnish). Compared to the English language counterparts of public health and national 

health, Volksgesundheit and folkhälsa contain a stronger association with a (culturally) 

unified people – at least from a present-day perspective.  

Since entering the public realm, the modern concern for public health has been 

accompanied by a scientific view of the world. The discipline of medicine has created the 

conceptual boundaries for public health, within which political actors have operated 

working on the practical implementation of public health policy. Medical science has been 

considered objective in the sense that it has not been possible to contest medical scientific 

ideas outside the boundaries created by the discipline itself.  

This paper will assess the relationship between the medical scientific view and 

political choices and solutions in the area of public health by looking at the post-war period 

in Finland and the Nordic countries – particularly at the ways in which the relationship 

between the individual and the collective was constructed in public health legislation and 

related official documents. The paper will suggest that the scientific view created by 

medicine combined with a rigorous and collectivist administrative structure has created a 

hierarchical social order based on expertise, authority and the use of power.  

 

 

d) Nicholas ACHESON, visiting research fellow  

Trinity College Dublin 

 

THE THIRD SECTOR AND THE DISCOURSIVE CONSTRUCTION  

OF CITIZENSHIP IN THE SOCIAL INVESTMENT STATE: THE CASE OF IRELAND 

This paper argues that understanding the activities and responses of associations in 

civil society is a key to understanding contemporary transformations in what it means to be 

a citizen of a developed welfare state in Europe.  It reviews the nature of the profound shift 

in perspective on the purposes and role of the welfare state to argue that this has equally 

profoundly changed the meaning of citizenship and because of this has changed the nature 

and purposes of associations.  While there is good evidence of a common trajectory across 

Europe, it presents a case study of Ireland to argue that national contexts and institutional 

histories act as resources that shape the beliefs and responses of third sector actors.  Thus, 

while broad patterns of change can be discerned, what happens is decided locally and 

nationally. 
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e) Giovanni MORO 

FONDACA and Roma Tre University  

 

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP ORGANIZATIONS IN ITALY.  

THE EMERGENCE OF A HIDDEN PHENOMENON 

 

It is common wisdom that welfare policies in Europe have civil society 

organizationsas a major actor. However, there is uncertainty both on the nature and 

definition of these organizations, their operational role and their relations with public 

institutions. Uncertainty, however, is not the result of a case, but is linked to the ongoing 

transformations in state-society relations and in the patterns of management of public 

affairs. Observing how these organizations have emerged and have been recognized is 

therefore a necessary step to identify opportunities and problems linked to their presence in 

the public arena. Dealing with the Italian case can be worthwhile to this end.  

 

Civic activism, or active citizenship, organizations, are a wide phenomenon, raised in 

Italy starting from the 1970s. The phenomenon consists in the self-organization and 

mobilization of citizens operating in public policy making with the aim of protecting rights, 

caring for common goods, and empowering marginalized or oppressed individuals and 

social groups. This phenomenon takes place on an everyday basis through a plurality of 

organizational forms (networks, social movements, associations, community services, 

voluntary organizations, etc.) which are distinct from both political parties and labor 

organizations. They exercise the power of taking initiative and collective rights of political 

action in policy making. Their role in welfare policies is of the utmost importance, both in 

terms of advocacy and establishment of services.  

 

For a number of reasons, in Italy the existence of this phenomenon was for a long 

time not acknowledged and its relevance underestimated. In the paper some of the elements 

operating as hiding factors will be analyzed, with special reference to the principle of the 

State monopoly on public functions upon which Italian institutional system is grounded, and 

the invention of non-profit as a common label of a jumble of organizations with scant 

material commonalities, but with a priority given to the economic value of the delivery of 

services, especially in welfare policies.  

 

The paper will deal with two turning points of this long term situation. The first one 

is the introduction in the Italian Constitution (art. 118.4) of the principle of subsidiarity 

(2000), that ascribed a constitutional meaning to autonomous citizens‟ activities devoted to 

the general interest. The second one is the introduction, in the 2011 Istat (Italian institute of 

statistics) census of nonprofit organizations, of a question aimed at selecting those 



 6 

organizations that, according to their activities, could be considered “active citizenship” 

organizations, leading to identify an amount of about 100,000 organizations out of 300,000 

nonprofits. It is noteworthy that both these turning points were due to initiatives of civic 

organizations or bodies operating in their environment, thus confirming the bottom-up 

nature of the Italian active citizenship phenomenon.  

 

Data coming from the Istat census help to better identify the nature of these 

organizations and their operational relations with public institutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY, 15 APRIL 

2pm – 6pm 

 

 

a) Erik LONGO, associate professor of Constitutional Law 

University of Macerata 

 

 

WELFARE-STATE TRANSFORMATIONS IN ITALY:  

A CONSTITUTIONAL LAW PERSPECTIVE  

 

 
What is the role of constitutional law in the study of welfare? Is constitutional law 

perspective still able to explain the pillars of social citizenship as it was after the WW2? 

Can we refer to the constitutional guarantee to better understand the importance of social 

and economic rights for today‟s democracies?  

In order to find an answer for these questions, this article provides a characterization 

of the Italian protection of social and economic rights from the perspective of constitutional 

law. It first review current policies devoted to transform Italian welfare, in accordance with 

the purpose of cutting social state benefits and diminishing expenses for general services, 

such as healthcare, education, and social security. Then it will address three main issues. 

The first concerns the core idea of this paper: the role of constitutionalism for the inception 

and the functioning of welfare state; to do this, the article retraces the evolution of socio-

economic rights in western constitutionalism. The second regards the role of constitutional 

law in the study of welfare. This issue will be enquired from three points of views: that of 

the general retrenchment of welfare benefits; the role of European Union as institution of 

globalization; the use of indicators as an attempt to drive changes of welfare in a cause-
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effect dynamic, i.e. the outcome of policies implemented by governments. The third issue 

concerns the role of Courts in the protection of social and economic rights.  

The article is focused on the role of the Italian Constitutional Court and the European 

Court of Justice. This part will end with an inquiry about the effects of national and 

European judgments on the discretion of legislature.  

 

 

b) Gabriella ALBERTI, lecturer in Work and Employment Relations 

Leeds University Business School 

 

THE CONDITIONALITY OF «WORKER STATUS» AND THE EROSION  

OF MIGRANTS’ WELFARE RIGHTS: THE CASE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 

 

Starting from the emblematic case of welfare and migration reforms in the United 

Kingdom amidst the renegotiation of its membership of the European Union, and reviewing 

recent judgments by national and supranational courts, this paper explores ongoing 

restrictions in the field of social and free movement rights for internal migrants. The 

tightening conditionality of worker status, based on the obligation to prove habitual 

residence and the holding of employment, emerges as a central device in the differentiation 

of migrants‟ access to social benefits in the country of immigration, against the equality 

principles at the core of the EU‟s «social project».  

Interviews with experts and NGOs and analysis of recent case laws across Member 

States illustrate how, not only in the UK, jobseekers and precarious migrants are confined to 

a liminal space where they either prove to have a „genuine prospects of work‟ or lose their 

social benefits. The argument is that these regulatory restrictions supported by the courts 

bring about a re-stratification of EU labour and social citizenship diminishing migrant 

bargaining power and deepening precariousness for both migrants and citizens.  

 

c) Anniken HAGELUND, research professor, Institute for Social Research 

University of Oslo 

 

IMMIGRATION AND THE NORDIC WELFARE STATE 
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d) Marco ZOPPI, PhD fellow in Histories and Dynamics of Globalization. Department of 

Communication and Art 

Roskilde University 

 

«IS THAT MY RESPONSIBILITY?». 

NEGOTIATING WELFARE IN THE MULTICULTURALSOCIETY. 

THE SOMALI DIASPORA IN SCANDINAVIA  

AND THE ENCOUNTER WITH THE WELFARE STATE 

 

The Somali diaspora in Denmark, Sweden and Norway is often considered by 

national governments, media and segments of the society to be the most difficult group to 

integrate. Among the most recurring preoccupations aired in the public debate stands the 

claim that the majority of the Somalis represent a dangerous burden for the welfare state. I 

argue that these labels have become somewhat crystallized and do not reflect the changes 

that have occurred over time within the community since their mass arrival in the 1990s, 

mainly as refugees. Possibly worse, this reductive understanding seems to perpetuate also a 

sense of insecurity among the many Somalis that now live in the three countries.  

Against this background, the encounter between the Somali traditional stateless 

provision of welfare and the Scandinavian welfare state systems offers a unique analytical 

ground for reflecting about public assistance in contemporary multicultural societies, and 

about the effects of its potential transformations. In particular, the case study taken in 

consideration here underlines the extent to which current practices of welfare respond to 

both cultural-rooted principles and historical processes, which today produce different 

social security outcomes within the society. Therefore, this contribution throws light on the 

experiences of the Somalis with welfare and security, both in relation to their community as 

well as to Scandinavian societies: their stories were collected during interviews I have 

conducted in the concerned area for my PhD research.  

The aim of this study is two-fold: firstly, highlighting the ongoing negotiations of 

welfare practices among the Somalis for the effects of their encounter with the mechanisms 

of the welfare state; secondly, presenting an argument for the necessity to think welfare 

more „culturally‟ in the future, in order to maximize the chances of participation and 

contribution of the different components of the multicultural society. 
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SATURDAY, 16 APRIL 

9am – 1pm 

 

a) Benedetta GIOVANOLA, associate professor of Global Justice  

University of Macerata 

 

FROM THE WELFARE STATE TO SOCIAL JUSTICE:  

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, SOCIAL DIMENSION AND PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 

b) Mario DE CARO, associate professor of  

Roma Tre University 

 

 

THE NECESSITY AND BENEFITS OF SOCIAL COOPERATION 

 

 

c) Elisabetta CROCI ANGELINI, full professor of Political Economics 

University of Macerata  

and Alessandra MICHELANGELI, associate professor of Political Economics 

University of Milan «Bicocca» 

 

EUROPEAN SOCIAL HOUSING MAP BASED ON RESIDENTS’ SATISFACTION 

 

 

In this paper we assess social housing conditions in European Union countries using 

2012 EU-SILC module on housing conditions. Focusing on the variable measuring the 

overall satisfaction with the dwelling, we develop a Residents‟ Satisfaction Index by 

country for households living in social housing and households having bought or rent a 

house in the private market. We obtain a distribution of RSI across countries, which allows 

to assess first the disparities of living conditions between people of different countries living 

in social housing and second the degree of inequality between households living in social 

housing and households acting in the private market. The index can be unpacked to reveal 

the factors contributing most to determine the overall satisfaction with the dwelling for any 

group of households. 

 


